Dropwise addition of 1mol/l NaOH solution (6.0 ml) to astirred aqueous solution of CuCl 2 ·2H2O(0.426 g, 2.50 mmol) in 5.0 ml H 2 Oproduced pale blue precipitate Cu(OH) 2 · xH 2 O, which was then centrifugated and washed with double-distilled water until no Cl − anions were detected. The precipitate was subsequently added to astirred solution of 0.295 g(2.50 mmol) succinic acid and 0.170 g(2.50 mmol) imidazole in 50.0 ml CH 3 OH/H 2 O(1:1, v/v). The mixture was further stirred for ca. one hour. After insoluble solid was filtered off, the blue filtrate was kept still at room temperature and blue crystals were formed by slow evaporation for several weeks. 
Discussion
The crystal structure of the title compound consists of hydrogen succinato-bridged ribbon-like polymeric chains in terms of [Cu(C 3N2H4)2 (C4H5O4)4/2]e xtending infinitely along [001] . The coordination sphere around Cu atoms is elongated octahedral, two imidazole nitrogen atoms and two carboxylate oxygen being at equatorial positions and two hydroxyl oxygen atoms at the axial positions with the equatorial Cu-N and Cu-O bond lengths of 1 
